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Sayyids. He raised Muhammad Ibrahim to the Imperial
throne in order to use him for his designs against Muhammad
Amin Khan and the Emperor. After receiving the news of
the latter's march towards Delhi, Qutbu'1-Mulk set out in
the direction of Faridabad from whence he proceeded to
Hasanpur where he encamped. Muhammad Shah also
pitched his tents some six miles from the place. The battle
was joined on 13th November 1720, in which many were
slain on both sides. Qutbu'1-Mulk was taken prisoner and
confined in the fort of Delhi. Later he was given poison at the
instigation of the Emperor. Thus the Emperor obtained free-
dom from the galling tutelage of the Sayyid brothers and took
the reins of government into his own hands. Muhammad
Ibrahim, who had been constrained by Qutbu'1-Mulk to
declare himself King, was pardoned.1

Nizamu'1-Mulk, aftei his victory, proceeded to organize
the administration and pacify the country. On reaching
Aurangabad, he was apprised of the murder of the Amiru'l-
Umara and the imprisonment of Qutbu'1-Mulk. He took
counsel with Mubariz Khan on the situation brought about
by these unforeseen events. The latter advised him to go to
Delhi personally and offer congratulations to the Emperor.
Moreover, the Emperor and his mother had repeatedly
promised him in their letters that, if ever fortune took a
favourable turn, he would be given the post of Prime Minister.
In view of this, Nizamu'1-Mulk set out in the direction of
Burhanpur; but when he reached Fardapur he was informed
of Muhammad Amin Khan's appointment to the office of
Prime Minister. He marched back to Aurangabad in order
to consolidate his authority in the Deccan. Thus he purposely
avoided unpleasantness with his uncle who owed his rise
to his father's (Ghazm'd-Din Khan Firuz Jang's) influence
and authority.

At Aurangabad, Nizamu'1-Mulk set about organizing the
different departments of government. He sent back Mubariz
Khan to Haiderabad to look after the administration of that
Province, and appointed Tzdu'd-Daulah *Iwaz Khan Deputy-
Governor of Aurangabad. He himself set out in the direction
of Bijapur to deal with the unruly Afghan landholders, who

* Ibid., p. 933.